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Updated: Flaring Policy White 
Paper 
 Discusses Coal Subcommittee's policy on flaring as an abatement option 
 Developed in response to Steering Committee/ASG request to investigate 

mitigation-only of drained gas through flaring 
 Project considerations and economic feasibility: Comparison of CMM use 

and flaring 
– Economic or technical barriers to installing CMM end-use projects, “stranded” gas, remote 

from either electric or natural gas transmission lines 
 When to flare? 

– Flaring-only of drained CMM is most appropriate where the gas is low-quality (e.g., <40% 
methane) and energy recovery is infeasible because the gas is not needed onsite or is not 
accessible to energy markets 

– Option of last resort for drained CMM, as CMM energy recovery more desirable where 
feasible 

– Flaring of high-quality CMM (>85%) is not encouraged.  
– Flaring ideal as component of integrated overall end-use project to mitigate excess methane 

that would not otherwise be used 

https://www.globalmethane.org/documents/toolsres_coal_flaring.pdf  

www.globalmethane.org
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CMM Technology Database 
 Originally compiled in 2008 by Australia's Department of 

Industry, Tourism and Resources, on behalf of GMI 
 Updated and revised in November, 2011 by USEPA 
 Provides basic descriptions of several key technologies 

applicable to CMM recovery and utilization  
– Current status  
– Commercial availability 

 Intended to be a living document, which will be periodically 
updated to remain current 

 Updates to the database can be sent to the Administrative 
Support Group at asg@globalmethane.org 

https://www.globalmethane.org/documents/partners_cmm_tech_database.pdf  
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International CMM Project 
Database 

 Developed by USEPA in 2005 
and updated regularly 

 Information on over 200 CMM 
recovery and utilization projects 

 Coal Subcommittee encourages 
anyone with project knowledge 
to submit a project or additional 
information on already listed 
projects 

http://www2.ergweb.com/cmm/index.aspx 

www.globalmethane.org
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CMM Country Profiles 

 Originally developed in 2006, and 
updated in December 2010 

 Individual, comprehensive profiles 
that characterize coal and CMM 
sectors of 37 countries 

– 29 GMI partners 
– Additional 8 coal-producing nations 

 Executive Summary provides 
summary tables that include 
statistics on coal reserves, coal 
production, methane emissions, and 
CMM project activity 

 Select profiles to be updated in 
2014 

https://www.globalmethane.org/tools-
resources/coal_overview.aspx  
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Coal Subcommittee Action Plan 

 Intended to be a living document, updated on an ongoing 
basis to reflect new projects/activities undertaken 

 Outlines activities that will help to develop and disseminate 
general information about opportunities for CMM project 
development and address key barriers, including lack of: 

– information, technology and technical knowledge, demonstration for 
project feasibility, and financing or financing capacity 

 Promotes cooperation among Partners and Project Network 
 Identifies ways for Subcommittee to understand needs and 

priorities of individual Partner countries 

https://www.globalmethane.org/documents/coal_actionplan_0506.pdf
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2014 Partnership-wide Meeting 

 10 Year Anniversary of the Global Methane 
Initiative 

 Meeting to highlight ongoing success of all 
sectors: agriculture, coal, municipal landfills, oil & 
gas, wastewater 

 Three days of technical and policy sessions 
featuring government and industry speakers 
 

We ask YOU to join our Task Force to assist with agenda 
development/speaker identification for the COAL 

sessions!

Contact: 
Felicia Ruiz at ruiz.felicia@epa.gov 

www.globalmethane.org
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